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Dear Friends, 

 

Welcome to the August edition of the IBTA e-newsletter.  We have a packed issue for you 

this month and hope that there is something here for all of our readers. 

 

Please remember to let us know if you have any news that would be of interest to the 

international brain tumour community.  And don’t forget, the 2014 edition ofBrain 

Tumour magazine is now available online here and you can keep in touch with us 

via Facebook and Twitter. 

 

With best wishes, 

Kathy 

 

Kathy Oliver 

Chair and Co-Director, IBTA 

www.theibta.org 

 

Important news 
Gene therapy for glioblastoma treatment gets closer 
A small, seven patient study has demonstrated the feasibility of gene therapy combined 

with chemotherapy for treating glioblastoma, with one patient remaining progression 

free after five years. Gene therapy techniques were used to protect patients’ bone-

marrow stem cells from chemotherapy side-effects, allowing them to sustain additional 

treatment cycles. Read more. 

  

Hijacking the Brain’s Blood Supply: Tumour Discovery Could Aid 

Treatment 
Dangerous brain tumours hijack the brain's existing blood supply throughout their 

progression, by growing only within narrow potential spaces between and along the 

brain's thousands of small blood vessels, new research shows for the first time. [Read 

More]. 

  

Individualised therapy: tailoring tumour treatment for each child 
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Childhood brain tumours that relapse have a poor outcome. At last month’s WIN 

(Worldwide Innovative Networking) 2014 Symposium in Paris, Dr Stefan Pfister shared 

the early successes of INFORM – a registry for individualising treatment in paediatric 

brain tumour patients. Using biopsies, relapsed tumours are given targeted drugs rather 

than a generalised chemotherapy. Watch more (short video). Read more (presentation 

slides). 

  

Bevacizumab (Avastin) with lomustine for recurrent glioblastoma 

versus bevacizumab or lomustine alone 
Results from the multicentre Dutch BELOB phase II trial report on the use of 

bevacizumab (Avastin) and lomustine for recurrent glioblastoma. The findings, 

published in this month’s Lancet Oncology, only support a combination of bevacizumab 

with lomustine for further phase III evaluation. Read more. 

  

Brain tumour cells found in the blood of glioblastoma patients 
Conventional wisdom states that brain tumour cells are unable to pass through the 

blood-brain barrier and into the circulating blood. A new study challenges this by 

identifying rogue cancer cells in the blood of one fifth of glioblastoma patients. Read 

more. 

 

Policies and guidelines update 
New guidelines for diagnosis and treatment of malignant gliomas 

published 
The European Association of Neuro-Oncology (EANO) guidelines appear in this 

month’s The Lancet Oncology. Identifying best evidence-based standards and 

reasonable options, these recommendations include a focus on appropriate prescribing 

of steroids and anticonvulsant drugs. Read more (subscription required for full 

document). 

Treatment News 
Controversial Texas cancer doctor charged 
Following investigations by USA Today and BBC Panorama, oncologist Dr Stanislaw 

Burzynski has been formally charged for prescribing “non-therapeutic” alternative 

cancer treatments, while imposing “exorbitant charges” for tests and medicines. Read 

more. 

  

Ben Williams releases update for “Surviving Terminal Cancer” 
19 year survivor of a glioblastoma, Ben Williams has published a free update to his 

acclaimed 2002 book “Surviving Terminal Cancer”, offering an evidence-based review of 

supplements and brain tumour/cancer treatment options. Read more. 
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‘Triple therapy’ for glioblastoma may extend survival, study reports 
Animal-based research published in PLOS One suggests that radiotherapy combined 

with two immunotherapies may be more effective than radiotherapy or immunotherapy 

alone. Read more. 

On the research front... 
Father’s exposure to industrial chemicals may cause brain tumours in 

his children 
Researchers from University of Western Australia claim to have found a possible link 

between a father’s occupation and the likelihood of his children developing a brain 

tumour. It is postulated that working with solvents, such as benzene, may damage 

sperm cells. Read more. Abstract available online. 

  

Explaining why diabetes medications may protect against brain 

tumours 
People taking fibrate antidiabetic medications appear to be less likely to develop a brain 

tumour. Researchers at University of Bristol (UK) have recently been awarded a 

£200,000 grant to investigate why with a view to developing new treatments in the 

future. Read more. 

  

MRI able to predict glioblastoma outcome new research shows 
Glioblastomas with a mutation in the IDH1 gene are associated with improved survival 

times. Findings published in Neuro-Oncology suggest that a tumour growth model based 

on MRI scans could identify IDH1 gene mutated tumours, forgoing the need for a 

biopsy. Read more. 

  

Protein found to ‘cloak’ brain tumours from the immune system 
A chance finding has led to the discovery that the protein galectin-1 allows a brain 

tumour to evade the body’s immune system – making it invisible to natural killer 

cells. Read more. Full article available. 

 

How a brain tumour’s location affects personality 
Research published in Brain outlines a possible method for predicting changes to a 

person’s personality based on where a tumour is. Psychological and emotion-related 

tasks were found to be variably impaired, based on a tumour’s location in 71 

patients. Read more (abstract free). 

  

Seeing brain tumours better with PET scans 
The first completed clinical trial of a new PET scan ‘tracer’, CLR1404, appears to offer 

more accurate views of brain tumours than existing PET tracers. Read more. 
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Unravelling Merlin’s magic 
Collaborative research between Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research in New 

York and Plymouth University Peninsula Schools of Medicine and Dentistry, UK, has 

shown a new mechanism by which the Merlin gene protects normal cells from turning 

cancerous. Read more. 

  

Treating glioblastoma: past, present and future 
A new review, published in Frontiers in Oncology, explores the lessons learned, current 

challenges and future possibilities for improving glioblastoma treatment. Read more. 

  

Classify tumours by their type, not their location new study finds 
Research published in journal Cell concludes that typing all tumours by their genetic 

makeup, rather than where they are in the body, may prove to be the best way to 

diagnose and treat them in the future. Read more. 

  

Pharmaceutical companies agree to giving stalled drugs another go 
Seven major pharmaceutical companies have agreed with the UK Medical Research 

Council to give researchers access to a library of drugs that were stalled in their 

development. Repurposing these compounds could lead to new cancer treatments. Read 

more. 

Company news 
Celldex publish second quarter 2014 business and financial highlights, 

confirming that screening will close in the coming weeks in the phase III ACT IV study 

of rindopepimut for newly-diagnosed glioblastoma patients. Read more. 

 

IsoRay's Cesium-131 Isotope seeds is an effective metastatic brain tumour 

treatment according to data in a phase I/II trial published in Journal of 

Neurosurgery. Read more. 

 

Celsion Corporation awarded $1million grant to develop ThermoDox® - 

encapsulated doxorubicin - in combination with High Intensity Focused Ultrasound to 

treat glioblastoma. Read more. 

 

AbbVie’s ABT-414 awarded orphan status in both USA and EU. The oncology 

compound is currently undergoing phase II trials. Read more. 

 

NuvOx Pharma begins first therapeutic trial of NVX-108, a new drug designed to 

make brain tumours more sensitive to radiotherapy. Read more. 

 

ImmunoCellular Therapeutics announce second quarter 2014 financial results, 

as they prepare to hold meetings with regulators to discuss plans for phase III testing of 

ICT-107 in newly diagnosed glioblastoma. Read more. 
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News from patient organisations 
Free research papers for patients 
Supported by Conquer Cancer Foundation, all articles from the Journal of Clinical 

Oncology and Journal of Oncology Practice are now freely available for patients. Known 

as patientACCESS, it is a resource for patients and caregivers to use and to share 

findings with their doctors. Read more. 

 

Don’t let them fight it alone: join in 
Australia-based Cure Brain Cancer Foundation are running a campaign ‘don’t let them 

fight it alone’, inviting people to tweet a photo in a fighting pose #KOBrainCancer, sign 

a petition and join in on an upcoming Walk4BrainCancer.Read more. 

IBTA news 
The 2014 global ‘Walk' and ‘Week’ activities 
The International Brain Tumour Awareness Week is from 26 October to 1 November 

2014. Don’t forget to organise an awareness-raising event in your locality, region or 

country – and please let us know your plans!  Contactkathy@theibta.org. 

 

The 'Walk Around the World for Brain Tumours' unites the international brain tumour 

community in a common goal – raising awareness of the challenges of brain tumours 

and raising funds for research and support.  For further information 

visit www.theibta.org or for regular updates visit our Facebook page. 

  

Retired IBTA Chair honoured with Public Service Award 
The Society for Neuro-Oncology has announced its 2014 award recipients: Kenneth 

Adalpe, MD, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (Abhijit Guha Award); 

Darell Bigner, MD, PhD, Duke University Medical Center (Lifetime Achievement Award); 

Michael Prados, MD, University of California, San Francisco (Victor Levin Award) and 

former IBTA Chair Denis Strangman (Public Service Award). Read more. 

  

EU regulations could put cancer research at risk 
In a recent press release from the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO), IBTA 

director Kathy Oliver argues that research progress requires access to a wide pool of 

patient data. ESMO express their concern that a proposed EU regulation may prevent 

this. Read more. 

  

IBTA: coming to a conference near you? 
The IBTA will have an exhibition booth at the forthcoming conferences in September: 

Asian Society for Neuro Oncology/ASNO (Istanbul) and the European Society for Medical 
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Oncology (ESMO) Congress (Madrid). If any of our readers are attending these 

meetings, please do stop by the IBTA booth and say hello.  The IBTA will also be 

presenting at the 26th European Congress of Pathology (London) and the European 

Oncology Nursing Society (EONS) meeting in Istanbul as well as the ESMO conference. 

For further details see the Upcoming Conferences section below. 

Upcoming conferences: August-

September 2014 
Keep up to date with future scientific conferences on the IBTA website conferences 

page here. If you are aware of a brain tumour-relevant conference - including any 

patient conferences - that we have not yet listed on the IBTA website then please let 

us know. 

  

26th European Congress of Pathology 
(includes one session on brain tumours) 

30 August-3 September 2014 

London, UK 

  

Brain Tumor Epidemiology Consortium Annual Meeting BTEC 2014 
8-10 September 2014 

Vienna, Austria 

  

11th Annual Meeting of the Asian Society for Neuro-Oncology (ASNO 

2014) 
11-14 September 2014 

Istanbul, Turkey 

  

SIOPE-ENCCA Conference 2014 - "Joining Efforts for a Brighter Future 

for Children and Adolescents with Cancer 
18-19 September 2014 

Brussels, Belgium 

  

The 9th European Oncology Nursing Society Congress (EONS 9) 
18-19 September 2014 

Istanbul, Turkey 

  

4th Annual Brain Metastases Research and Emerging Therapy 

Conference 
19-20 September 2014 

Marseille, France 
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39th European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) Congress 
26-30 September 2014 

Madrid, Spain 

  

 

Conferences - call for abstracts 
46th Congress of the International Society of Paediatric Oncology 
22-25 October 2014 

Toronto, Canada 

 

Submission deadline: September 10, 2014 

To submit an abstract, click here. 

To register for the conference or find out more, click here. 

 

And finally... 
Journalists in Africa fighting for better cancer care 
Misinformation and underreporting of cancer in African nations is a very real problem, 

two award winning journalists argue in the latest edition of CancerWorld. They reveal 

their fight to get the real story out. Read more. 

  

Child with rare brain tumour gets more (gifts) than he bargained for 
Six year old Danny Nicolson’s diagnosis of a diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma attracted 

the affections of the world when his story went viral. Requesting mail for his birthday 

via a Facebook page, he went on to receive 100,000 birthday cards and 8,000 

parcels! Read more. 

 

 

Facebook 

Twitter  

 

IBTA Website 

   

 

 

ABOUT THE IBTA 

 
 

Who we are 
 

 

Tell us what you think! 
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The International Brain Tumour Alliance was 

established in 2005. It is a network of support, 

advocacy and information groups representing 

brain tumour patients and carers in different 

countries and also includes researchers, 

scientists, clinicians and allied health 

professionals who work in the field of brain 

tumours. 

For more information, please 

visitwww.theibta.org.   

 

  
  

 

We love to hear from you, whether it's about 

what you think about this new-look e-News 

bulletin or if you have any news that you would 

like to share with the IBTA community. Just send 

us an email: chair@theibta.org. 

We will do our best to relay as much information 

as possible to our subscribers via this monthly 

newsletter and our website. The selection of e-

News entries is at the sole discretion of the 

editors. 
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