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4
SUMMARY

WORLD-CLASS  
RESEARCH 

The Danish Cancer Society strives for a life without cancer

The Danish Cancer Society works to unite Denmark in the fight against cancer. This means that the 
Danish Cancer Society’s research efforts must be incorporated into the efforts of the research com-

munity at the Danish Comprehensive Cancer Center.

VISION 

The Research Policy is based on the society’s vision of  
an individual-oriented healthcare system. The future health-

care system must be able to deliver precision medicine. 
This entails that prevention, diagnostics, treatment and  
follow-up are based on the individual patient’s situation, 
and that patients and relatives experience a customised  

and coherent course of treatment.
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COMMUNICATION OF  
RESEARCH RESULTS

Danes should be able to learn about the ultimate effects  
of their contribution to the Danish Cancer Society. We must 

show that their support matters. The great research  
output must be communicated and shared. All researchers  

receiving support from the Danish Cancer Society are  
consequently required to communicate the results  

of their research.
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FRAMEWORK AND  
PREREQUISITES

Optimal framework conditions are decisive for the  
quality of research. Access to real-time, valid and complete 

health data is absolutely vital. Transparency and involvement 
of cancer patients and collaborative partners are key to  
the relevance of the research conducted. Grant control  

and documentation are important instruments in relation  
to the Danish Cancer Society’s credibility  

with the population.
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THE DANISH CANCER  
SOCIETY’S CONTRIBUTION

The Danish Cancer Society supports the research 
needed in Denmark. This means that research 

grants are given to high-quality research that is dire-
cted at the entire cancer trajectory, including pre-

vention, early detection, treatment, palliation, reha-
bilitation, long-term sequelae and relatives as well as 
to research that develops and improves the health-

care system.
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SUMMARY

ber of cancer cases, increasing the cancer survival rate and im-
proving life with or after cancer and of realising the research po-
licy vision of a patient-centred healthcare system. We must 
identify the greatest research potential, ensure breadth of the re-
search and maximise research quality.
 
The Danish Cancer Society works to ensure an ideal framework 
for cancer research activities and to ensure that Danish cancer re-
search as a whole is at the cutting edge of international research.

The Danish Cancer Society’s research performance is made pos-
sible thanks to the Danes’ trust and financial support. Each and 
every researcher receiving a research grant from the Danish Can-
cer Society will consequently be obliged to contribute to the So-
ciety’s communication of research results, help foster transpa-
rency about research efforts and undertake involvement of 
cancer patients in the research work in a relevant manner.

The research policy rests on fundamental financial, strategic and 
ethical prerequisites adopted by the Danish Cancer Society’s 
Central Board.

The Danish Cancer Society contributes to advancing scientific 
progress for cancer as quickly as possible and to rapidly deploy-
ing new knowledge for the benefit of the population and in the 
clinic for the benefit of cancer patients.

The Danish Cancer Society’s research performance and grant 
strategy must support the overall action against cancer. The Da-
nish Cancer Society consequently prioritises to giving research 
grants to cancer-relevant research and research projects aimed at 
the entire cancer trajectory, including prevention, early detec-
tion, treatment, palliation, rehabilitation, long-term sequelae and 
relatives. Similarly, the Danish Cancer Society supports research 
that develops and improves the healthcare system, as well as 
psychosocial research. The Danish Cancer Society supports the 
research efforts that Denmark needs. Cancer patients and thus 
the patient-centred approach, relatives and external stakeholders 
must be involved in the Society’s work and in the setting of prio-
rities for the research efforts.
We must reinforce our collaboration with external research en-
vironments wherever possible.

The Danish Cancer Society’s research efforts must contribute to 
realising the Danish Cancer Society’s goals of reducing the num-
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OUR VISION
The Danish Cancer Society rests on a strong research foundation.

The knowledge generated by research results in new insights and new 
challenges. The solution is an interdisciplinary approach and collaboration.

EXPECTATIONS AND AMBITIONS
The Danish Cancer Society has been investing in research for 
many years. This has given the Society profound knowledge, 
scientific breadth and key competences for continued develop-
ment. Studies of epidemiological patterns, biological mecha-
nisms, new therapy principles and the perspectives of patients 
and relatives have provided new insights.

The Danish Cancer Society’s aggregate research contribution 
aims for a life without cancer and a fulfilling life after cancer for 
many more people. The research policy is based on the vision of 
a patient-centred healthcare system and on having national pre-
requisites for realising this vision. The Danish Cancer Society will 
support the development of personalised medicine and individu-
alised cancer treatment and follow-up. The Danish Cancer So-
ciety will work to establish requisite collaboration and ensure on-
going implementation of structural adjustments. Among the 
remedies employed will be strategies for the use of the funds 
earmarked by the Society for research purposes, by participating 
in the Danish Comprehensive Cancer Center and by actively ta-
king part in the healthcare policy debate and in relevant political 
and administrative contexts.

The Danish Cancer Society’s research must have an impact and 
be relevant. Basic research must be meaningful and innovative. It 
must help lay a new foundation for our understanding of cancer 
as a disease. Epidemiological, translational and clinical research 
must be relevant and creative and it must dare to challenge pre-
vailing dogmas. It must seek and find the answers to questions of 
greatest concern and have the potential to make a difference for 
the individual patient.

VISION
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 08 FUTURE HEALTHCARE SERVICES

 09 INSIGHTS AND CHALLENGES

 09 INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH  

   AND COLLABORATION

The research policy  
is based on the vision  
of a patient-centred 
healthcare system  
and ensuring sound 
national prerequisites  
for realising this vision.

THE PATIENT-CENTRED 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
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VISION

The Danish Cancer Society sees a need to bring together Danish 
cancer research and to exploit the synergies this will generate. 
Research results and resources should be efficiently utilised th-
rough close collaboration and coordination between the clinic 
and research, between hospitals and universities and between 
basic researchers, biotech companies, universities and the phar-
maceutical industry. This requires a cooperative mindset for Da-
nish healthcare research, disease treatment and health promo-
tion, both in terms of content and organisation.

The perspective of such interdisciplinary collaboration is to 
create a basis for understanding why the individual becomes ill, 
how disease can be and what it takes to bring it under control. 
Future researchers will probably be able to see interrelationships, 
both at group level and for the individual. There is a need for a 
national and international joint effort of unprecedented proporti-
ons across specialities, sectors and other distinctions. Successful 
implementation requires building national and international di-
sease knowledge networks that can digitally file the molecular 
and medical data obtained. This will differ from established re-
search traditions and require adaptations of existing legislation 
and regulations.

Within a foreseeable number of years, Denmark must achieve a 
well-functioning, patient-centred healthcare system that can im-
plement new research results quickly and efficiently in clinical 
practice. New knowledge in the area of healthcare-service re-
search will be instrumental in changing the way we design the 
healthcare system and thus the patients’ care trajectories through 
the system. Research in and new knowledge of how patient care 
trajectories should be organised will support these changes in 
the healthcare system. The Danish Cancer Society contributes 
with deep knowledge and a broad network for interconnecting 
patients, relatives, clinicians and researchers. This is one of the ob-
jectives of establishing the Danish Comprehensive Cancer Center.

The Danish Cancer Society wishes to lead the way in providing 
future patients with new opportunities. It takes courage to be a 
frontrunner. Ensuring that research has clout and relevance re-
presents a challenge. These are the visions and goals upon which 
the Danish Cancer Society’s research policy builds.

INSIGHTS AND CHALLENGES
Research develops at a rapid pace. New methods for prevention 
and early detection are being developed and implemented. Can-
cer vaccines and screening programmes are being implemented. 
New possibilities of earlier, more precise diagnostics and new 
forms of biological therapy aimed at tumour cells or at stimulating 
our immune system are becoming available. In addition, knowl-
edge about the mental and social consequences of cancer is in-
creasing. At the same time, new insights generate new needs. 
Examples include mapping cancer cells’ building blocks and sig-
nalling pathways to discover new therapies, monitoring cancer 
vaccines to assess their effect, testing chemoprevention, activa-
ting patients’ own immune response, understanding cellular me-
chanisms that make cells resistant to treatment, identifying new 
uses of known medicines and linking complex data to identify 
patterns which can lay the groundwork for new strategies.

Each individual’s unique combination of biology, lifestyle, psy-
chosocial circumstances and perception of illness is becoming in-
creasingly instructive for prevention, early detection of disease 
and choice of therapy. We see many more cancer survivors. Even 
so, there is still an unacceptably large and, in some patient 
groups, increasing disparity in survival rates. Far too many cancer 
cases are discovered late, which reduces the possibility of curing 
the disease. The treatment provided does not always have the 
expected beneficial effect. Danes live longer, which poses new 
challenges for therapies and accelerates the general need for tre-
atment. The healthcare system is also under pressure, in terms of 
both resources and funding. These facts call for new solutions.

Denmark avails of national quality registries containing informa-
tion on living conditions and contacts with healthcare services. 
There are also unique biobanks with biological samples taken be-
fore, during and after a disease. Finally, Denmark has a civil regis-
try system that facilitates the collation of relevant data from regi-
stries and biobanks. And perhaps most importantly: the Danish 
population is well-informed and willing to participate in research 
– even when it is not just for their own good but benefits future 
patients. Scandinavian countries have unique and ideal infra-
structural prerequisites for conducting research into health and 
disease. Proper, targeted use of resources and a research stra-
tegy that embraces the patient as a whole human being can pro-
pel the Scandinavian healthcare-system model to a leading inter-
national position.

Future healthcare services must be able to deliver precision me-
dicine. This involves that prevention, diagnostics, therapy and 
follow-up are based on the situation of the individual person and 
on patients and relatives experiencing trajectories that are adap-
ted and coherent.

INTERDISCIPLINARY  
APPROACH AND  
COLLABORATION

Research with relevance and impact requires creativity, insight, 
development of long-term sustainable research structures and in-
terdisciplinary cooperation. The Danish Cancer Society believes 
that these requirements are best met in the dynamic arena of in-
terdisciplinary, intersectoral collaboration. Therefore, the Danish 
Cancer Society wishes to work with researchers, the healthcare 
system, patients and relatives. The Society wants to attract and 
train a new generation of cancer researchers. 
 

Prevention, diagnostics, therapy and  
follow-up are based on the situation of  

each individual patient and on ensuring  
that patients and relatives experience  

personalised, coherent care trajectories.

Data from the individual in 
question facilitates the provision 

of precision medicine.

FUTURE HEALTH- 
CARE SERVICES

Precision medicine requires data from each individual patient.

What works for one individual may  
not necessarily work for another.
The more data that are available  
to the healthcare system, the  
more the healthcare system can  
accurately target the treatment  
for the individual patient.
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HIGH-QUALITY RESEARCH  
THROUGHOUT THE  
CANCER TRAJECTORY

The Danish Cancer Society is deeply committed to cancer re-
search. The Danish Cancer Society’s research support promotes 
the research efforts that will have the greatest impact on the fight 
against cancer in both the short and long terms. The support is 
granted to research projects throughout the cancer trajectory and 
in all aspects of cancer patients’ situation. The Danish Cancer So-
ciety will expediently contribute targeted research and research 
grants to underpin the achievement of the overall research vision 
and of the Society’s goals and vision of a life without cancer.

In its strategic choices, the Danish Cancer Society will give par-
ticular attention to areas of greatest concern to us, to cancer forms 
with a poor prognosis, to promising fields of research and to point-
of-care research aimed at improving daily clinical practices. 

The golden standard for research quality is high at the Danish 
Cancer Society. The quality requirements apply to all research 
supported by the Danish Cancer Society. The Society only sup-
ports the best cancer research within the respective fields.

Four out of ten cancers are preventable. It is an independent goal 
for the Danish Cancer Society that as many people as possible 
avoid getting cancer. Research into prevention and behaviour that 
can also help boost the most disadvantaged will be given priority.

 

For those who are diagnosed with cancer, it is essential that the 
cancer is detected early or to keep the disease so the patient can 
live with cancer for many years. It is also important to receive effi-
cient treatment with minimal side effects. An area of priority is 
the support of development and innovation that enhances early 
detection of cancer. Research that promotes the development of 
personalised medicine and other individualised cancer treat-
ments and its sequelae must be given priority.

Life with cancer must be part of the mindset when organising the 
overall patient trajectory. The Danish Cancer Society will contribute 
to strengthening the evidence on which principles of care are based. 
The Society is also focused on and will contribute to maintaining an 
evidence-based approach to relatives and the bereaved. 

The Danish Cancer Society expects that the services provided to 
cancer patients throughout the cancer trajectory are of the high-
est quality and based on documentation and evidence. If there 
are gaps in the overall knowledge that supports the cancer pro-
cess, the Danish Cancer Society will pay attention to this in the pri-
oritisation of research funds. The same applies to areas with insuffi-
cient knowledge of the ideal organisation of the cancer trajectory.

The Danish Cancer Society is working to ensure that cancer pa-
tients and their relatives are involved where relevant, both in 
their own pathway and in the planning of healthcare services and 
organisation. The objective is to enhance patient satisfaction and 
optimise treatment outcomes.

OUR  
CONTRIBUTION

The Danish Cancer Society focuses on ensuring high-quality research 
throughout the cancer trajectory. This is achieved by means of actions  

targeting three strategic issues and by collaboration with an  
international perspective.
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A THREE-TIERED 
STRATEGY

The Danish Cancer Society pursues  
a three-tiered strategy to accommodate  
a broad objective of combating cancer  

by providing research grants to the best 
researchers and channelling research 
funds to the areas in which Denmark 

needs cancer research.

1
INDEPENDENT  

RESEARCH

2
STRATEGIC  
RESEARCH

First, the Danish Cancer Society will conti-
nue allocating research grants in open 
competition through the Society’s scienti-
fic committee and psychosocial research 
committee. Independent research is fun-
damental. The research must be based on 
quality and established through applicati-
ons and by allocating grants in open com-
petition to those researchers who perform 
best in a scoring process, organised ac-
cording to acknowledged scientific prin-
ciples. This ensures that the best research 
projects are promoted, and that research 
is conducted at a high professional and 
competitive level.

Independent research has traditionally 
brought about decisive breakthroughs for 
cancer. Independent research is expected 
to contribute in similar ways in the future. 
Researchers within all scientific disciplines 
from basic research to epidemiological re-
search and psychosocial research can ap-
ply and obtain support from the indepen-
dent research funds.

Thirdly, research carried out at the Danish 
Cancer Society Research Center (DCRC) 
will be supported with core funding to an 
extent that matches the situation for univer-
sities when including the centre’s externally 
achieved research funding from Denmark 
and abroad. Productivity and international 
recruitment are key elements of efforts to 
optimise the research environment.

The quality of the research carried out at the 
centre is ensured through ongoing scientific 
evaluations and in connection with applicati-
ons for external research funds. The DCRC 
regularly performs bibliometric measure-
ments to assess the centre’s research per-
formance, including the number of publica-
tions, quality of research and clout.

The research at the DCRC supports the 
achievement of the Danish Cancer Socie-
ty’s goals and research vision.

The Danish Cancer Society supports the 
research centre and expects and empha-
sises that it contributes to national and in-
ternational research. The Society also 
knows from experience that the DCRC fa-
cilitates understanding and integration of 
new research results in the Society’s work.

Finally, the DCRC contributes actively to the 
Danish Cancer Society’s political work when 
translating new knowledge into action and 
change for the benefit of cancer patients.
 

Secondly, the Danish Cancer Society sup-
ports cancer research through strategic re-
search grants. These grants are allocated ac-
cording to a political decision made by the 
Society’s Central Board, followed by a 
scientific evaluation.

The Danish Cancer Society will continue to 
involve relevant external resources to initi-
ate strategic research activities. The Danish 
Cancer Society will support fields of re-
search where Denmark has particularly fa-
vourable research expertise and where the 
need for new knowledge is apparent or 
where the possibilities of making new re-
search discoveries of importance to cancer 
patients are considered extraordinarily good. 

Through strategic research funds, the Da-
nish Cancer Society will endeavour to 
achieve the Society’s goals and research vi-
sion. On a regular basis, the Danish Cancer 
Society will identify areas in the cancer traje-
ctory that require a special research effort to 
ensure that the ambition of progress is met.

Initiatives of a certain size that can form the 
basis for creating national research centres 
will be given priority. This is because the Da-
nish Cancer Society would like to help re-
duce geographical disparity in cancer and 
strengthen research interconnectivity in 
Denmark. Not all research projects are re-
quired to have this embedment as a matter 
of course and there must also be room for 
innovative initiatives and research with a 
particularly high potential on a smaller scale.

In certain cases, the Danish Cancer Socie-
ty’s Central Board will choose to allot strate-
gic research funds in other ways, such as by 
establishing research professorships or as 
grants for PhD programmes.

STRATEGIC  
RESEARCH

2

THE DANISH CANCER SOCIETY

RESEARCH CENTER

3

INDEPENDENT  
RESEARCH

1
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RESEARCH COLLABORATION
The challenges in the cancer area cannot be overcome by indivi-
dual efforts. There is a need for all relevant professional capabili-
ties and perspectives in a progressive and constructive interaction.

The Danish Cancer Society will promote Danish cancer research 
and strengthen its position as one of the leading cancer research 
centres in Denmark and Europe. This will take place by partner-
ing with and contributing to research funding of national re-
search projects and research environments. The Danish Cancer 
Society must participate in research communities and research 
partnerships embedded in strong research environments in Den-
mark and abroad. This enables a closer connection with clinical 
environments and universities, thus contributing to enhancing 
developments in Danish healthcare research, disease treatment 
and health promotion.

DANISH COMPREHENSIVE  
CANCER CENTER
The Danish Cancer Society was the initiator of the Danish Com-
prehensive Cancer Center (DCCC). It is consequently natural for 
the Society to make an effort to achieve the research-policy goal 
of collecting and strengthening the national cancer research en-
vironments by participating actively in the centre. The collective 
strategic efforts of the Danish Cancer Society must be included 
in the DCCC wherever possible.
The Danish Cancer Society Research Center will be developed 
and strengthened in order for the centre to be naturally inte-
grated in and supplement the national research environments 
being established as part of the DCCC.

The Danish Cancer Society also wants any research projects 
which receive funding through the Society’s independent re-
search committee to support, wherever possible, the strategic 
and professional decisions made by the DCCC and which the 

Danish Cancer Society’s Scientific Committee and the Danish 
Cancer Society’s Psychosocial Research Committee can endorse.

The Danish Cancer Society will seek to influence the strategic 
and professional decisions by participating in the centre’s steer-
ing committee and scientific council.

The Danish Cancer Society encourages the DCCC’s develop-
ment into an internationally acknowledged and accredited cancer 
centre that contributes to cancer patients being treated accord-
ing to common, homogeneous standards and develops evidence 
for cancer treatment of highest international calibre.

Cancer research is international, and collaboration and networks 
constitute the foundation for the results and influence generated 
by Danish cancer research. International collaboration ranges 
from basic research, which conveys an understanding of the cel-
lular processes leading to cancer, over internationally randomised 
patient treatment trials, to the population-based interventions in 
the prevention of cancer. International collaboration carries con-
siderable weight, both in the education of researchers and in the 
development of partnerships across nations and cultures. The 
collaboration ensures rapid dissemination of results and the con-
sequential research for the benefit of the population. Interna-
tional collaboration provides insight into and quick access to ad-
vances that can be implemented to prevent cancer and for 

diagnostics, treatment and post-treatment. Also, international col-
laboration is among the prerequisites for new knowledge of diagnos-
tics and treatment of rare diseases, which comprises most cancers.
 

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
The Danish Cancer Society’s initiatives and support for the develop-
ment and utilisation of well-functioning national and regional registries 
in Denmark and the rest of the Nordic region represent a significant 
and unique contribution to the global knowledge of cancer. Research 
based on registries of cancer, diagnostics and treatment combined with 
other general registers of factors such as occupation, social status and 
the population in general is a unique field of strength in Danish cancer 
research today and in the future.

The Danish Cancer Society supports and will continue to support the 
participation of Danish scientists in international collaboration and net-
works. Venues include partnering with the WHO International Agency 
for Research on Cancer (IARC) in France, the National Cancer Institute 
in the USA and in connection with the EU framework programmes for 
funding research projects and networks.

Danish Comprehensive Cancer Center 
(DCCC) is a national, virtual centre that 
promotes optimal conditions for Danish 
cancer research and treatment.
DCCC supports the sharing of knowledge 
and new treatment methods between 
oncologists and researchers in various  
parts of Denmark and across institutions  
in a faster and more systematic manner.

NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL 

COLLABORATION
Research partnerships and interdisciplinary collaboration must 

be expanded, both nationally and internationally.

DANISH COMPREHENSIVE 
CANCER CENTER

DCCC

DCCC

RESEARCHERS UNIVERSITIES

REGIONS
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hmm...

The hospital treats a patient for 
cancer in the same way as other 

cancer patients with the same 
disease. But some patients 

benefit significantly more from 
the treatment than others.

Researchers in the laboratory see that 
Antabuse kills cancer cells and they start 

examining how this takes place.

Clinical studies are undertaken  
to assess whether Antabuse can 
have an effect as supplementary 

treatment to the ordinary 
therapy. If this is the case, the 

types of cancer, the stage  
and the dose for which the 

supplementary treatment can  
be relevant are investigated.  

A determination is also made  
of whether any undesirable 
effects exist. This is the first  

step towards a possible  
new therapy.

The patient does better than 
other cancer patients with  
the same disease - and even  
lives longer.

The doctor sees a pattern in  
several cancer patients. She 
therefore contacts researchers  
with expertise in registry research.

The researchers use registers to examine  
a number of different circumstances among 
the patients to determine what causes the 
improved survival rate. The results show 
that Antabuse reduces the risk of dying 
from a number of cancers. It shows that it 
is relevant to continue looking for answers 
about how Antabuse works on cancer.

When the researchers have  
demonstrated that Antabuse can  
reduce the risk of dying from cancer  
and the underlying mechanisms are  
known, the next step is to initiate clinical 
testing. Here, the addition of Antabuse  
to standard treatment is evaluated. 

hmm...

COLLABORATION 
GENERATES NEW 

KNOWLEDGE
Research into the effect of Antabuse (disulfiram) against cancer is  
a good example of how register research, laboratory research and  

clinical research can interact and bring about new knowledge  
for the benefit of patients.

1
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COMMUNICATION  
OF RESEARCH  
RESULTS
 19 OUR RESEARCH MATTERS

Research is among the primary objectives of the Danish Cancer 
Society. One in three Danes will develop cancer at one point in 
their life and two out of three become relatives. With so many 
people affected, the Danish Cancer Society wishes to unite Da-
nes in an active community sharing the Danish Cancer Society’s 
overall vision of a life without cancer.

The Danish Cancer Society spends approximately 60 pct. of its 
income on research, and notably research is one of the main rea-
sons why Danes choose to support the work of the Danish Can-
cer Society. As the Society is basically exclusively financed by 
private funds, it is essential for the Danish Cancer Society to be 
able to demonstrate very clearly that the support matters. The 
Danish Cancer Society earns the Danes’ support by delivering re-
sults and making a visible, positive difference in the fight against 
cancer, and researchers play a key role in this. For this reason, it 
is a fundamental precondition that all researchers receiving 
grants from the Danish Cancer Society communicate the results 
of their research so the Danes understand the value of the ef-
forts.

There is a strategy for research communication in place to ensure 
correct communication of the use of the research grants and the 
benefits they generate. The communication must include goals 
and plans for how to significantly enhance Danes’ knowledge of 
the ambitious research supported by the Danish Cancer Society 
in laboratories, clinics and registers.

The goal is to continue communicating research results with very 
high objectivity and professional standards. With keener focus 
on both form and content, it is a goal of the Danish Cancer So-
ciety to communicate research eye-to-eye on new platforms and 
to new target groups.

OUR  
RESEARCH 
MATTERS
Our research contributes a great number of good results,  

and we need to show it.
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of results. In other words, significant advantages can be realised 
by heightening patient involvement throughout the research pro-
cess – from planning the project to evaluation and final dissemi-
nation of the results generated.
 
The Danish Cancer Society wants to have an open and transpa-
rent organisation in harmony with members, volunteers, relatives 
and collaboration partners. This also applies to the research area. 
The Danish Cancer Society therefore aims to increasingly invite 
others to participate in the Society’s research activities and share 
the knowledge generated with the contribution of the Society. 

Particularly when it comes to the application of strategic research 
funds, the Danish Cancer Society will now widen the involve-
ment of external stakeholders to also include, where relevant, in 
addition to the Society’s scientific committee, external research 
environments, doctors and cancer patients, other professionals 
such as nurses, engineers, social science candidates, public and 
private institutions, etc.

INVOLVEMENT 

The Danish Cancer Society’s Central Board sets the Society’s re-
search priorities. So far, the prioritisation processes have been 
largely performed with the involvement of external researchers 
and research environments, cancer patients and citizens.

Involving patients in decision-making processes on research prio-
rities and scientific evaluation of research helps ensure that the 
research focuses on the topics and issues of greatest importance 
to Denmark and cancer patients – and not exclusively on topics 
and issues that only seem to be interesting from the researchers’ 
perspective. This is why the Danish Cancer Society has made it 
mandatory to have cancer patients on all scientific evaluation 
committees.

Patient involvement can help in the dissemination and communi-
cation of research output in a way that enables patients to benefit 
from it more and benefit more quickly; i.e. faster implementation 

OPENNESS AND 
INVOLVEMENT 

ARE KEYWORDS
The Danish Cancer Society wishes to be an open and transparent organisa-

tion that listens to input on our research activities and processes.
We also wish to ensure that the research supported by us is of the highest 
quality and that the results are accessible to all, be it authorities, peers and 

the general public.

21
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GRANT FOLLOW-UP
Researchers receiving grants from the Danish Cancer Society are 
subject to the Society’s grant terms. In addition to a number of 
specific conditions for the use of the grant, this also involves veri-
fying interim and final financial statements and the annual sub-
mission of release applications for multi-year grants. The grant 
control ensures that the Danish Cancer Society is informed if a 
project does not proceed according to plan and provides security 
against misuse of research funding.

The Danish Cancer Society requires its grant recipients to report 
annually in the online system, Researchfish, to provide the So-
ciety with the greatest possible knowledge of the results in the 
individual project. The Researchfish reporting is also used to mo-
nitor fulfilment of the Society’s cancer-policy goals.

If the grant terms are not complied with, the Danish Cancer So-
ciety reserves the right to withhold any remaining amounts and 
request full or partial repayment of the grant.

Since the research is financed by funds raised, it is a priority for 
the Danish Cancer Society to maintain a high level in relation to 
controlling the research funds.

INTEGRITY AND CREDIBILITY  
OF RESEARCH
The Danish Cancer Society emphasises scientific integrity and  
responsible research practices in cancer research. Good, respon-
sible research practices raise standards. 
For this reason, the Danish Cancer Society adheres to the Danish 

HEALTH DATA
Research based on health data throughout the patient trajectory 
is a fundamental prerequisite for better and more refined preven-
tion, diagnostics and treatment. This applies to research based 
on personal data from registries, individuals, biological material 
from humans and information from patients’ medical records 
across sector boundaries.

Denmark has a long and strong tradition of registering health  
and allows the use of information for research purposes and  
quality control. Valuable data resources and flexible framework 
conditions have provided Denmark with a position of strength, 
also within cancer research. The Danish Cancer Society will work 
to ensure that the framework conditions for data that are requi-
red to maintain this strong position are improved and optimised 
with a view to enhancing quality and generating new knowledge.

The systematic registration and use of data for scientific purposes 
requires that the population trusts that information about their 
health is handled lawfully, confidentially and safe. The Danish 
Cancer Society focuses on maintaining and reinforcing this trust 
and on reconciling the population’s justified expectations of data 
protection with prudent, operative and transparent settings for the 
collection and use of data for research purposes. This applies both 
on a national level and in relation to relevant international actors.

The data quality is decisive for Denmark’s ability to conduct  
research of highest international standard. High-quality data  
is characterised as current (updated), complete, comparable  
and valid. The Danish Cancer Society focuses on ensuring that  
the health data registered in the Danish healthcare system and 
which can be used for research purposes comply with all four  
quality parameters.

 

A WORLD OF  
HEALTH DATA
Health data ensures Denmark a position of 

strength, also within cancer research.

Denmark has a long and strong tradition of 
registering health information and allows the 
use of health information for research 
purposes and quality control. Valuable data 
resources and flexible framework conditions 
have provided Denmark with a position of 
strength, also within cancer research.

The Danish Cancer Society will work to 
ensure that the framework conditions for 

data that are required to maintain this 
strong position are improved and 

optimised with a view to enhancing 
quality and generating new knowledge.



25
VISION

FUNDING
 26 FUNDING

Code of Conduct for Research Integrity1. The Code sets out a 
number of principles that aim to contribute to ensuring credibility 
and responsibility in research. The Code must be applied in the 
Danish Cancer Society Research Center and by the Society’s 
grant holders in public and private research institutions alike.

Grant holders and researchers at the Danish Cancer Society are 
also required to observe the Danish Cancer Society’s standards 
for good research practice2 and the Danish Cancer Society’s ethi-
cal guidelines3.

ACCESS TO RESEARCH RESULTS
The research output supported by the Danish Cancer Society 
must contribute in the best and fastest possible way to develop-
ments in the cancer area.

All research output must be published in peer-reviewed scientific 
journals wherever possible. At the same time, the Danish Cancer 
Society has an ambition of connection to Open Access4, which is 
the designation for free access to peer-reviewed research. This 
means that all scientific papers that have been produced either at 
the Danish Cancer Society’s own research centre or under a 
grant from the Danish Cancer Society must be available online 
for free. This enables free access to new knowledge for the ge-
neral public, peers, authorities, institutions, etc.

DOCUMENTATION OF RESEARCH 
RESULTS
We must optimise the use of the population’s support for cancer 
research. Our aim therefore is that research conducted by both 
the Danish Cancer Society’s own centre and researchers funded 
by the Danish Cancer Society is top quality. The Danish Cancer 
Society emphasises that research results must be published in 
the best scientific journals. This ensures that new knowledge is 
disseminated as broadly as possible. The quality of research is 
subjected to international benchmarking at suitable intervals. 
This both applies to research supported through the Society’s 
scientific committee and to research conducted at the Danish 
Cancer Society Research Center.

The Danish Cancer Society has a heavy responsibility for com-
municating and demonstrating the value of the research suppor-
ted by the Society. The Society also has a pronounced political 
awareness of the influence that the research output gets, how it 
is converted and how it is used in daily clinical practice. The Da-
nish Cancer Society consequently gathers knowledge of the out-
come of the supported research. Outcome is broadly defined 
and comprises not only scientific publications but also issues 
such as influence on formulation of policies, recommendations, 
scientific guidelines or daily practices at the clinic. This know-
ledge will be an active part of the Danish Cancer Society’s setting 
of priorities and organisation of research activities and grants.

1 ufm.dk/publikationer/2015/den-danske-kodeks-for-integritet-i-forskning 
2 www.cancer.dk/dyn/resources/File/file/3/83/1385244319/standarderforgodforskningspraksisdec2011.pdf 
3 www.cancer.dk/dyn/resources/File/file/4/1334/1461137260/etiske-retningslinjer-kb-13.april2016.pdf 
4 The Open Access policy for public-sector research councils and foundations:  ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/samspil-mellem-viden-og-innovation/open-access
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With its three-tiered strategy, the Danish Cancer Society sup-
ports independent research through the Danish Cancer Society’s 
Scientific Committee and the Danish Cancer Society’s Psychoso-
cial Research Committee. The Danish Cancer Society also sup-
ports strategic research and the Society allocates funds to the 
Danish Cancer Society Research Center. These three paths that 
research funding follows facilitate support to different types of 
research, which will collectively contribute to achieving the So-
ciety’s goals and vision for a life without cancer.

The Danish Cancer Society’s Central Board decides on the distri-
bution of funds between independent research, strategic re-
search and own research activities.

The Danish Cancer Society only provides external research fun-

ding for direct project-related expenses. In order to facilitate 
comparison between the various research categories, the state-
ment of the percentage distribution of research funds between 
the three research categories shown in the figures does conse-
quently not include funding allocated to the Danish Cancer So-
ciety Research Center as a result of the Society’s accounting poli-
cies under which the cost of IT and premises are divided among 
the consuming departments. FIGURE 1)

Since 2012, the Danish Cancer Society has also supported Da-
nish cancer research through the Knæk Cancer fundraising cam-
paign that has been conducted in partnership with TV 2. The to-
tal donation from the public is allocated in competition among 
cancer researchers within selected themes or areas subject to a 
decision by the Danish Cancer Society’s Central Board5. (FIGURE 2)

INDEPENDENT RESEARCH
The Danish Cancer Society’s  
Psychosocial Research Committee

INDEPENDENT RESEARCH
The Danish Cancer Society’s 

Scientific Committee

STRATEGIC FUNDS

THE DANISH CANCER  
SOCIETY RESEARCH CENTER

31%
28%

2%

39%FUNDING
The Danish Cancer Society’s research support is three-tiered: Independent 
research, support for strategic research and support for the Danish Cancer 
Society Research Center. The goal is to support research that contributes 

to achieving the research vision and the Society’s goals and vision for  
a life without cancer.

149.200.00

2016

125.900.00

2015

137.300.00

2017

129.000.00

2013

91.300.00

2012

135.400.00

2014

5 Read more about the result of Knæk Cancer (in Danish) at: Cancer.dk/detgaarpengenetil

FIGURE 1 Distribution of research  
grants in the period  
2012-2017

Net profit from the  
Knæk Cancer fundraiser  
2012-2017:

FIGURE 2


